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ABSTRACT 

The English sentence has a fairly strict word order and the elements that make up 
a sentence must be in concord otherwise the linear sequence becomes 
ungrammatical. This study investigated the degree of competence on concord in 
English attained by senior secondary school students in Shendam local 
government Area of Plateau State. The study was necessitated by the very crucial 
role the English language plays in the Nigerian educational system. A simple 
survey research design was adopted for the study and the population for the study 
comprised nine hundred and fifty-nine (959) Senior Secondary School (SSII) two 
students from the twenty-one (21) public secondary schools in Shendam Local 
Government Area of Plateau State. The sample for the study consists of one 
hundred (SSII) students selected through simple random sampling technique. One 
hundred multiple choice questions set on different types of concord were used as 
instrument for data collection. The students’ errors; were classified and analyzed 
using simple percentage and arithmetic mean. A standard mean of 75 and above 
was used as an indication of the mastery of the rules of concord. Findings of the 
study revealed that the students have not mastered the rules guiding different 
types of concord. They were enable dictate common errors caused by shift in 
construction of elements of sentences. The study therefore recommends deliberate 
effort be made to improve on the standard of teachers of English by sending them 
on in-service training, seminars and conferences. Also, the teacher should guide 
the learners to inculcate the basic language skills and acquire communicative 
competence under formal linguistic instruction to achieve this; the teachers 
should be flexible in their lessons. 
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INTRODUCTION 
Language is one of the unique and basic characteristics of human beings. It is a useful feature that 
differentiates man from other creatures. However, language has structures that are rule governed 
and systematic in nature and a learner has to apply the rule correctly in order to make 
grammatically acceptable sentences, violation of the rules on the other had results in the production 
of unacceptable linear sentence.  Nigeria is a multilingual country with the English language as the 
key medium of communication. The language is used in politics, government, administration, law, 
mass media, commerce and education consequently every facet of the country’s life depends 
largely on the English language, to the majority of Nigerians it is the yardstick for measuring the 
degree of one’s level of educational attainment. The new National policy on education (2004) 
section four and five does not only recommend the English language as a medium of instruction 
from the fourth year of primary education, it is also a compulsory subject in the secondary and 
tertiary levels of education and a prerequisite for gaining admission into tertiary institutions in the 
country. 
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Unfortunately, the mastery of this all important language is confronted with a lot of challenges such 
as the dearth of sufficiently qualified teachers of English, lack of role model, negative attitude to 
the learning of the language, poor reading culture and above all inadequate exposure to the 
intricacy of the grammar of the language as well as faulty application of grammatical rules. 
 The rules of grammar derive from and encompass the various parts of speech that constitute the 
elements of a sentence. These units of speech are not arranged haphazardly in a sentence, the 
occurrence and positions in a sentence must be guided by the syntax of the language. A particular 
part of speech must be in agreement with another part of speech for them to co-occur in a sentence 
this is known as concord. Quirk, leech and Green baum (1985) defined concord as the relation 
between two grammatical units such that one of them displays a particular feature (for example 
plurality) that accords with a displayed or semantically implicit feature in the other. A learner 
therefore, has to apply the rules that govern the type of concord in order to make grammatically 
acceptable sentence. 
Errors are the outcome of competence deficiency due to the incorrect storage of target language 
rules in the learner’s mind. Learners commit errors either because of inappropriate knowledge or 
false knowledge in the target language. However, learners need to write correct sentences in 
English in order to convey their message effectively to the readers, for this reason, therefore this 
study sets out to investigate the degree of competence on concord in English attained by the senior 
secondary school students’ in Shendam L.G.A of Plateau State, by identifying classifying and 
analyzing the students weaknesses and strengths and suggest ways for improvement. 
Statement of Problem 
The poor performance of Nigeria students’ in the English language is a matter that calls for 
concern. Research evidence and the researcher’s experience show that many secondary schools 
students have problems with the English concord. Available evidence revealed that students are not 
doing well in English language the failure in English is mainly attributable to their poor knowledge 
of the basic rules of grammar. The knowledge of the rules of grammar is very necessary if one is to 
speak and write good English. The study on this aspect of grammar does not only highlight subject 
verb relationship, but equally brings to the fore, the acceptable relationship of some other elements 
in a sentence. Perhaps this informs its regular appearance in the scheme of work at primary and 
secondary school levels of education. The assumption therefore, is that students at senior secondary 
school level should be conversant with the agreement of sentence elements, having been exposed to 
the rules of concord early enough. Regrettably however, previous studies in error analysis revealed 
that errors of concord are among the commonest errors made by learners of English as a second 
language. Therefore, there is a need to streamline and study these specific error patterns for more 
effective teaching and learning. This study aims at investigating the senior secondary school 
students’ competence on concord in the English language. 
Aim and Objectives 
The aim of the study is to investigate the degree of competence of senior secondary school students 
on concord in English language. The specific objective of the study is to fund out through multiple 
choice testing the degree of competence in concord attained by the students of the study. To 
achieve the objective of the study, the study adopts error analysis which is one of the most 
influential theories of second language acquisition. It is concerned with the analysis of errors 
committed by second language (L2) learners (L2) by comparing the learners acquired norms with 
the target language norms and explaining the identified errors. Consequently, error analysis of the 
selected student’s performance will give an insight into the students’ weaknesses and strengths in 
the rules of concord. This it is hoped will be of great help in remedial teaching and curriculum 
designing. 
Relevance of the Study 
This study will contribute to the existing literature on the efforts that have been made by scholars to 
promote acquisition of proficiency in English language by second language learners’.  
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The study will help to evaluate the students’ knowledge of the rules of concord and their 
application of those rules in their language performance. The analysis of the concord errors will 
also expose the common cause (s) of concord errors that are made by students. This knowledge will 
help the language teachers and textbook writers to know the areas to emphasize in the aspect of 
grammar as well as the best teaching method to adopt to help students overcome their difficulties. It 
is also believed that the findings of this study will constitute an important resource material for the 
English language teachers, curriculum planners, students’ and future researchers. 
Scope of the Study 
The study is on an analysis of English concord errors of senior secondary schools SSII students in 
Shendam LGA of Plateau State. There are twenty-one public secondary schools in the area, but the 
students of the study will be drawn from five schools and the focus of the study is on the English 
concord which isaimed at finding the level of competence attained in the use of concord by the 
students identifying their strengths and weaknesses through error analysis. 
 
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
Data for this research were collected from multiple choice test items, set on the different types of 
concord under investigation. A total of one hundred multiple choice questions were administered to 
one hundred students’. These students’ were selected from five out of the twenty-one public 
secondary schools in Shendam Local Government Area of Plateau State. The testing instrument 
was constructed in such a manner that the students will choose only one correct answer for each 
test item. The test was conducted at the different schools under examination conditions.The 
students’ response was scored and analysis. In the analysis, the arithmetic mean was used to 
determine the actual performance of the groups and their overall achievement based on a 
competence level of 75.Simple percentage was also used to discover the students’ performance on 
each item.Students’ errors on the different types of concord were classified to know the frequency 
of their occurrence. 
Research Design 
The study adopted a descriptive survey research design. A survey research design is a form of 
descriptive research that is aimed at collecting a large and small sample from the population in 
order to examine the distribution incidence and interaction of educational and sociological 
phenomena (Denga,& Ali, 1983).Survey research was therefore suitable for this study because the 
data for the study was collected and analyzed from a substantial representative of the entire 
population of the study, five out of the twenty-one public secondary schools in Shendam Local 
Government Area of Plateau State. The results of the study will be generalized as a representative 
performance of the entire population. 
Population 
The population for the study comprised nine hundred and fifty-nine (959) senior secondary school 
(SSII) students from the twenty-one (21) public secondary schools in Shendam Local Government 
Area of Plateau State. 
Sample 
The sample for the study comprised of one hundred (100) senior secondary school (SSII) two 
students of five secondary schools in Shendam Local Government Area of Plateau state. Simple 
random sampling technique was used to draw the sample for the study. The choice of SSII students 
is on the basis that at this level it is expected that a more stable foundation for the mastery of 
English grammar and competence in the use of concord has been attained and the students are 
preparing for the senior school certificate examination therefore a sound knowledge of the rules of 
concord would make students improve on their English language performance and would 
invariably lead to success in English. The sampled schools are; 
i. Government Secondary School Shendam 
ii. Government Secondary SchoolBuan, 
iii. Government Secondary SchoolGoepa’al, 
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iv. Government Secondary School Kwansan, 
v. Government Girls Science School Shendam. 
Instrument 
The instrument used was multiple choice test items. A total of 100 test-items were administered on 
the sampled population. The need to test competence informed the choice of the testing instrument 
through multiple choice testing strategy, different types of concord was covered and the testing 
instrument was made in such a manner that the students were pinned down to one correct answer 
for each item of the test. 
Data Analysis 
Data collected from the objective test items were analyzed using arithmetic mean and simple 
percentage to cover the students’ overall performance on the different types of concord that were 
tested. 
 

Analysis of Sampled Multiple Choice Questions 
 
Table 1: Question no. 5 
Her remains ………… buried in the church yard (was, were, has been) 
GSS   GSS  GSS  GSS  GGSS  overall 
Shendam  Buan  Goepa’al Kwansan Shendam % 
22%   50%  12%  22%  33%  27% 
 
The above table shows that 73% of the students failed the question by choosing a wrong verb 
“was” or “has been”. Although the noun “remains” is semantically singular since it refers to the 
dead body of one person, it always goes with a plural verb. Consequently, the correct verb to co-
occur with the subject ‘remains’ is the verb “were” the acceptable sentence is: Her remains were 
buried in the church yard.  
 
Table 2: Question 2 
None but he … the right to vote (have, has, haven’t) 
GSS   GSS  GSS  GSS  GGSS  overall 
Shendam  Buan  Goepa’al Kwansan Shendam % 
35%   15%  39%  9%  35%  27% 
 
The above table shows that 73% of the failed the question by choosing a wrong verb ‘have’ or 
“haven’t”. The correct form of the verb is “has”. The rule of concord demands that the verb “has” 
must agree with the 3rd person singular pronoun “he/she”.The correct sentence is:None but he has 
the right to vote. 
 
Table 3: Question 7 
You, Naanzem ……. in charge of this house (am, are, is) 
GSS   GSS  GSS  GSS  GGSS  Overall 
Shendam  Buan  Goepa’al Kwansan Shendam % 
22%   23%  50%  34%  38%  33% 
 
The above table shows that 67% of the students failed the question by choosing the verb “is”, the 
correct form of the verb to be used ‘is’ ‘are’. The rule of concord demands that the verb should 
agree with the second person pronoun ‘you’. The appositive word Naanzem is merely for emphasis 
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Table 4: Question 9 
He who works hard ……. good grades (make, makes, are making) 
GSS   GSS  GSS  GSS  GGSS  Overall 
Shendam  Buan  Goepa’al Kwansan Shendam % 
58%   44%  33%  38%  30%  41% 
It is evident from the above that 59% of the students failed the question they chose either ‘make’ or 
‘making’ as the correct answer. The non-aberrant use requires the verb makes to correctly fill the 
gap. The nominal relative clause that functions as the subject of the sentence is singular and should 
select a singular verb. The grammatically accepted sentence is: He who works hard makes good 
grades. 
 
Table 5: Question 4 
The politician, along with the newsmen ……. Expected shortly (are, is, were) 
GSS   GSS  GSS  GSS  GGSS  Overall 
Shendam  Buan  Goepa’al Kwansan Shendam % 
55%   15%  36%  30%  18%  12% 
 
The table above shows that 88% of the students failed the question by choosing the verb ‘are’ or 
‘were’. The correct form of the verb is ‘is’. The rule of concord is that whenever the correlative 
conjunction such as ‘along with’ is used to join subjects the verb will agree with the first of the 
subject. Other correlative conjunctions that are guided by the rule are; ‘as well as’, ‘together with’, 
‘in addition to’, ‘in collaboration with’ among others. Therefore the correct sentence reads. The 
politician, along with the newsmen is expected shortly. 
 
Table 6: Question 11 
The news that reached us shortly after the incident …….. shocking (was, were, were being) 
GSS   GSS  GSS  GSS  GGSS  overall 
Shendam  Buan  Goepa’al Kwansan Shendam % 
66%   66%  71%  60%  61%  64% 
 
The table above shows that 36% of the entire students failed the above question chose ‘were’ 
instead of ‘was’ which is the verb that agrees with the subject, ‘news’. The noun ‘news’ seems 
plural morphologically but semantically singular and requires a singular verb. Other examples of 
such nouns are linguistics, mathematics, hypotheses, theses, stimulus, and syllabus among others. 
The grammatically acceptable sentence is: The news that reached us shortly after the incident was 
shocking. 
 
Table 7: Question 29 
Ali and John …….. to the beach with their friends (go, goes, going) 
GSS   GSS  GSS  GSS  GGSS  overall 
Shendam  Buan  Goepa’al Kwansan Shendam % 
30%   43%  43%  15%  27%  31% 
 
From the table above 69% of the students failed the question by choosing the verb ‘goes’ instead of 
the verb ‘go’ the rule of agreement says that when two or more singular nouns connected by ‘and’ 
requires a plural verb. The correct sentence is; Ali and John go to the beach with their friends. 
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Table 8: Question 17 
The outstanding arrears of salaries …… paid last month (was, were, is) 
GSS   GSS  GSS  GSS  GGSS  overall 
Shendam  Buan  Goepa’al Kwansan Shendam % 
17%   13%  11%  18%  06%  15% 
 
The above table shows that 85% of the entire students failed the question by filling the gap with a 
singular verb ‘was’. The headword “arrears” (subject of the sentence) always occurs in plural form 
and must select a plural verb. Examples of other nouns in this group are funds, amends, minutes, 
particulars among others. The grammatically acceptable sentence is: The outstanding arrears of 
salaries were paid last month. 
Table 9: Question 20 
My thanks ……… to my parents (go, goes) 
GSS   GSS  GSS  GSS  GGSS  overall 
Shendam  Buan  Goepa’al Kwansan Shendam % 
15%   10%  8%  11%  10%  11% 
 
It is evident from the above table that 89% of the students got the answer to the question wrong. 
They chose ‘goes’ as the verbal element in the sentence. Their answer is erroneous because of 
concord incongruity between ‘thanks’ and ‘goes’. The rule of subject/verb agreement requires that 
if the subject contains a plural feature the verb must have the same feature and vice versa. The 
subject ‘thanks’ is plural and must agree with the plural verb ‘go’. Therefore, my thanks go to my 
parents is the acceptable expression. 
 
Table 10: Question 31 
Mr. Jones, the school principal ……. English (teach, teaches, teaching) 
GSS   GSS  GSS  GSS  GGSS  overall 
Shendam  Buan  Goepa’al Kwansan Shendam % 
30%   52%  43%  40%  45%  42% 
 
The table above shows that 58% of the students failed, they chose “teach” instead of “teaches”. The 
correct sentence is: Mr. Jones, the school principal teaches English. 
 
Table 11: Question 34 
One third of the city ……. Unemployed (is, are, were) 
GSS   GSS  GSS  GSS  GGSS  overall 
Shendam  Buan  Goepa’al Kwansan Shendam % 
55%   29%  25%  40%  36%  37% 
 
63% of the entire students failed the question, they chose either ‘are’ or ‘were’. However, when a 
phrase indicates a unit or sum, a singular verb is used. The correct sentence is: One third of the city 
is unemployed. 
 
Table 12: Question 41 
Do you think four days ……. enough to settle the matter? (are, is, were) 
GSS   GSS  GSS  GSS  GGSS  overall 
Shendam  Buan  Goepa’al Kwansan Shendam % 
20%   70%  29%  36%  38%  38% 
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62% of the students failed the question, they chose either ‘are’ or ‘were’. The rule of concord says 
that the denominator of time, money and distance take singular verb. The grammatical sentence is: 
Do you think four days is enough to settle the matter? 
 
Table 13: Question 53 
Her partner and business associate Jones ……… the daily mail (distribute, distributes) 
GSS   GSS  GSS  GSS  GGSS  overall 
Shendam  Buan  Goepa’al Kwansan Shendam % 
30%   20%  29%  19%  42%  28% 
 
72% of the students as evident from the table above by choosing the verb distribute instead of 
“distributes”. The rule says that when a singular subject joined by the conjunction ‘and’ refers to 
one and the same person a singular verb is required. The correct sentence is: Her partner and 
business associate Jones, distributes the daily mail. 
 
Table 14: Question 60 
You should give …... another chance. 
GSS   GSS  GSS  GSS  GGSS  overall 
Shendam  Buan  Goepa’al Kwansan Shendam % 
10%   54%  50%  51%  44%  42% 
 
The students were given the above as an open-ended question. They were asked to fill the gap with 
reflexive that matched the subject 58% of the students were unable to choose the appropriate 
pronoun. In adherence to the rule of subject/object concord, the correct reflexive pronoun the 
(object) to match the second pronoun ‘you’ is ‘yourself’. The acceptable sentence is: You should 
give yourself another chance. The rule of subject/object concord is that in any expression where the 
object element is a reflexive pronoun, there is usually a concord of person, number and gender 
between it and the subject. 
 
Table 15: Question 86 
He bought a dress for his fiancé 
GSS   GSS  GSS  GSS  GGSS  overall 
Shendam  Buan  Goepa’al Kwansan Shendam % 
23%   30%  40%  33%  41%  33% 
 
The table above shows that 67% of the students were unable to dictate the error in the sentence, 
they were asked to write the correct form of the sentence. The expression is wrong because there is 
no harmony between the subject ‘He’ (a masculine gender) and the object his finance (a reference 
to a male suitor). The non-aberrant sentence is: He bought a dress for his fiancée. 
 
Table 16: Question 91 
We came, we saw, we conquer 
GSS   GSS  GSS  GSS  GGSS  overall 
Shendam  Buan  Goepa’al Kwansan Shendam % 
40%   31%  32%  40%  41%  38% 
 
The above table shows that 62% of the students failed the question. The concord incongruity arose 
from a shift in the construction of the last clause of the sentence. The verbs in the first clauses of 
the sentence are in the past, and the sentence therefore requires a corresponding past form of the 
verb in the third clause for it to be acceptable. In order words there is no consistency in the time 
reference of the clauses. The correct sentence is: We came, we saw, we conquered. 
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Table 17: Question 94 
Monday bought a wrist watch and it was stolen by Edmond. 
GSS   GSS  GSS  GSS  GGSS  overall 
Shendam  Buan  Goepa’al Kwansan Shendam % 
23%   25%  20%  29%  29%  25% 
 
The above table shows that 75% of the students were unable to correct the wrong sentence. The 
sentence is marred by the inconsistency in the structure of the clauses. The first clause of the 
sentence is an active construction and needs a corresponding active voice in the second clause. The 
correct sentence is: Monday bought a wrist watch and Edmond stole it. 
 
Table 18: Question 98 
When one is confronted with a problem he prays. 
GSS   GSS  GSS  GSS  GGSS  overall 
Shendam  Buan  Goepa’al Kwansan Shendam % 
20%   17%  16%  27%  12%  18% 
 
From the table above it shows that 82% of the students accepted the sentence as a correct one. The 
sentence is incorrect because there is no harmony between the pronoun and its antecedent. The rule 
of concord states that when the pronoun ‘one’ features as antecedent, the next pronoun (referring to 
it) is ‘one’ the acceptable sentence is:When one is confronted with a problem one prays. 
 
Statistical Analysis of the Students’ Overall Competence on Concord in English 
GSS   GSS  GSS  GSS  GGSS  Overall 
Shendam  Buan  Goepa’al Kwansan Shendam Mean 
57.7   53.2  42  50  40.1  48.6 
 
The table above shows that the entire performance of the students on concord the in English 
language is not impressive. The students’ overall mean of 48.6 is less than the target mean of 75 
and above which was set out as an indication of the mastery of the rules of concord. The 
implication is that the students have not gained proficiency in this aspect of English grammar. 
 
CONCLUSION 
It is clear from the foregoing analysis that mastering the rules of concord in English poses a great 
challenge to senior secondary school (SSII) students in Shendam local government Area of Plateau 
State. The findings portray concord errors as the commonest grammatical errors committed by the 
students. Therefore, the mastery of the rules of concord in English as well as the general principle 
that guide the co-occurrence of certain linguistic elements for acceptable linear sequence is crucial 
for correct English usage. Hence to help students achieve the desired competence, all the users of 
English must be fully in the pursuit (users here) refer to teachers, learners, curriculum designers, 
coordinators of education and parents. 
In all, the position occupied by English language in Nigeria and the pivotal role it plays in every 
facet of the life of the country cannot be underplayed. To speak and write good English is rooted on 
the ability of the user to avoid derailment from the norms of the language. The mastery of the 
syntax of English demands close attention to the minutest details of the language, every efforts 
must be geared toward the promotion of ‘standard’ English. It should be noted that errors are not to 
be regarded as signs of failure but as evidence that the learner is working his way towards the 
correct usage. An error in the use of English is an integral part of language learning process and a 
key to competence development in the language. The learner of English must have positive attitude 
to errors and work towards the improvement of their performance in the language. 
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RECOMMENDATION 
The role of secondary school teachers in laying a solid foundation for the acquisition of proficiency 
in English cannot be under estimated. Therefore a deliberate attempt must be made to improve on 
the standard of the teachers of English. 

 The teachers should be sent on in service training, seminars, and conferences, the syllabus 
for such programmes should be structured in such a way that all the aspects of the language 
which pose great difficulty to students be given detailed attention. 

 The teacher should understand that the learner of English as a second language is at the 
centre of the learning process and should guide the learner to inculcate the basic language 
skills and acquire communicative competence under formal linguistic instruction to achieve 
these teachers must make effort to be flexible in delivering their lessons. 

 Teachers should give sufficient attention to the teaching of the rules of concord in every 
class of secondary school, structured drills are recommended if students are to master the 
compatibility of words in sentences. Learners should be encouraged to develop positive 
attitude in learning the language. 

 Learners should be made to recognize their incompetence on concord as a reflection of the 
general problem facing the learning of English in the Nigerian school’s system especially 
the secondary schools. 

 V. The curriculum designers should review their selection of ESL learning task and 
give enough attention to concord. 
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